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32 captains, and 40 lieutenants. Up to VJ-day only one-third had had any
further promotions, of which only three were above the rank of captain.18
Physical therapists and dietitians were employed on a civilian status until
Congressional action in December, 1942, when they were given officer status in
the Army. At the peak of the strength of the military forces, there were 1,648
physical therapists19 and 1,599 dietitians.20 To this number of the female com-
ponent should be added the 900 occupational therapists for whom commissions
were never obtained and who were affiliated as civilian employees, as were the
450 civilian dental hygienists and 2,900 dental chair assistants. An important
civilian group of women were the Red Cross workers of whom, at the peak,
1,722 serving overseas (21 May 1945) and 3,853 (31 October 1945) in the
United States were affiliated with the Medical Department. Nearly 9,000 women
were employed in the many other Red Cross activities 21 throughout the Army.
The nurses. The nurses were all commissioned as officers. Between July,
1940, and August, 1945, 65,37122 women had been connected with the
Medical Corps as nurses. The maximum number on duty at any one time was
57,285 on VJ-day.
Prior to the Spanish-American War nurses had no official connection with
the Army. In 1901 they were "militarized" but were not given either officer rank
or enlisted status. In 1920 legislation was enacted which made them military offi-
cers and created a nursing corps within the Medical Department. A majority
was the highest rank provided, and all nurses received pay on a lower scale than
other officers, but their uniforms were provided. This status continued until
December, 1942, when further legislation permitted them to be paid the same
as other officers. This change gave the general impression to the public (and to
some military personnel) that they were given officer status for the first time.
This legislation only changed the pay scale. It was not until June, 1944, that
further legislative enactment actually raised them to the full status of officers
with privileges equal to those of male officers.
The Army Nurse Corps, like the other expanding divisions of the War De-
partment, had many growing pains. For the first 2 years of the war the newly
commissioned nurse was given no orientation to the Army or to her job in it
except as some considerate chief nurse already on the job in a hospital might
give it to her. She went directly to her first assignment in some medical unit and
was supposed to function without any knowledge of military organization, cour-
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